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Abstract

Early word production, one of the initial stages of language
development in children, plays an important role in the
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development of later language skills. This study identifies the
word classes and number of words spoken in a recorded
interaction (Bloom, 1973) by one normally developing child of
sixteen months and analyzes aspects of the child’s speech, with
the goal of noting if the characteristics observed were supported by
the existing research on early word production or if they deviated
from those findings. The words that I analyzed fell into six
categories: nouns, spatial terms, adjectives, negatives, social
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phrases, and verbs. Although the frequency with which the child
used words from some of these categories reflected the
expectations established by previous research, her use of words in
other categories was less predictable. Noting word usage in the six
categories led to an analysis of the functions that those categories
served in the child’s semantic communication at this early stage
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of language development.
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Early Word Production: A Study of One Child’s Word Productions
Introduction
Each step in the course of language development and
acquisition in children provides a foundation for later skills and
eventual mastery of the language. Early word production, a stage

Doublespaced
throughout

of language development in which children have only a few words
in their vocabularies, provides the foundation for later vocabulary
building and language production and has been shown to be
closely linked to later language performance skills (Walker,
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Greenwood, Hart, & Carta, 1994). The early word production stage
is therefore worthy of examination, as it “signals that children
have a new tool that will enable them to learn about and
participate more fully in their society” (Uccelli & Pan, 2013, p. 95).
Because so few words are produced by children in this early
stage, the analysis of their word production focuses on the
particular word classes and how frequently each class of words
appears in speech. When examining typically developing Englishspeaking children who have few words in their productive

Source with
more than
six authors.

vocabulary, Bates et al. (1994) found that the words produced were
most often nouns, while other categories more seldom appeared.
These less frequent categories included verbs and closed-class
words. Closed-class words are function words, which include the
categories of articles, conjunctions, numbers, pronouns, and
prepositions; they are called closed-class words because new
members cannot be added to these categories.
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Reporting on the most common kinds of the nouns uttered in
early vocabularies, Nelson (1973) found that children “began by
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