
 

Managing Foreign Policy  
in the Early Republic
In his farewell address as president, George Washington warned Americans to avoid 
entanglements with Europe. During the administrations of Jefferson and Madison, how-
ever, avoiding such entanglements became increasingly difficult. Below are four events 
in which America became involved beyond its borders.

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?

Event Causes Reactions Outcomes

War with the Barbary 
pirates (1801–1804)

Barbary pirates demand 
increased payments in 
exchange for ceasing 
attacks on U.S. ships in 
Mediterranean Sea.

Jefferson sends U.S. Navy 
to blockade Tripoli, on the 
north African coast.

After demanding $300,000, 
the pasha of Tripoli settles 
for $60,000 as “tribute” to 
free captured Americans.

Louisiana Purchase (1803) After the devastation of the 
French army in Haiti, 
Napoléon seeks funds to 
finance France’s war against 
Great Britain.

Americans desire free 
navigation of the Mississippi 
River and access to New 
Orleans.

Napoléon sells the French 
Louisiana Territory to the 
United States for about  
$15 million.

Louisiana Purchase nearly 
doubles U.S. territory.

The Lewis and Clark 
expedition (1804–1806) 
maps the West and 
establishes U.S. claims  
on Oregon Country.

Embargo Act (1807) As part of their war against 
each other, British and 
French navies interfere with 
U.S. shipping.

British navy increases 
impressment of American 
sailors.

United States wishes to 
avoid foreign entanglements 
and trade freely with all 
European nations.

Congress and Jefferson 
pass the Embargo Act 
(1807), forbidding American 
ships from traveling to 
foreign ports.

U.S. exports plummet, 
devastating the U.S. 
economy.

Jefferson declines to seek a 
third term as president.

President Madison reopens 
U.S. trade with all nations, 
except Britain and France.



 

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS
 1. What interests shaped American foreign affairs?

 2. What were the common causes of U.S. foreign 
involvement?

 3. How did foreign events affect U.S. domestic affairs and 
politics?
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Event Causes Reactions Outcomes

War of 1812 (1812–1815) British navy continues to 
interfere with U.S. shipping 
in Great Britain’s war with 
France.

Americans are land hungry 
for British Canada and seek 
end to British influence over 
Native Americans.

United States declares war 
on Great Britain.

United States fails to 
capture Canada.

British troops burn 
Washington, D.C.

U.S. forces defeat British 
forces and their Native 
American allies in the 
Battles of Lake Champlain 
(1814) and New Orleans 
(1815), and the West.

United States and Great 
Britain end the war with the 
Treaty of Ghent (1814).

United States experiences 
surge in patriotism and 
economic independence.

The Hartford Convention 
(1815) weakens the 
Federalist Party.

The Republican Party 
seeks to increase federal 
government’s economic  
and military power.




