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The government surrendred to Sir George Yearley. For to begin with the yeere of our Lord, 
1619. there arrived a little Pinnace privatly from England about Easter [Easter Sunday O. S. was 
28 Mar. in 1619] for Captaine Argall who taking order for his affaires, within foure or five daies 
returned in her, and left for his Deputy, Captaine Nathaniel Powell. On the eighteenth of Aprill, 
which was but ten or twelve daies after, arrived Sir George Yearley, by whom we understood Sir 
Edwin Sand[y]s was chosen Treasurer, and Master J ohn Farrar his Deputy; and what great 
supplies was a preparing to be sent us, which did ravish us so much with joy and content, we 
thought our selves now fully satisfied for our long toile and labours, and as happy men as any in 
the world. Notwithstanding, such an accident hapned Captaine Stallings, [that] the next day his 
ship was cast away, and he not long after slaine in a private quarrell. Sir George Yearly to 
beginne his government, added to be of his councell, Captaine Francis West, Captaine Nathaniel 
Powell, Master John Pory, Master John Rolfe, and Master William Wick[h]am, and Master 
Samuel Macocke, and propounded to have a generall assembly with all expedition. Upon the 
twelfth of this Moneth [April 1619], came in a Pinnace of Captaine Bargraves ; and on the 
seventeenth [April 1619] Captaine Lownes, and one Master Evans, who intended to plant 
themselues at Waraskoyack : but now Ophechanhanough will not come at us, that causes us [to] 
suspect his former promises. In May [1619] came in the Margaret of Bristoll, with foure and 
thirty men, all well and in health; and also many devout gifts : and we were much troubled in 
examining some scan dalous letters sent into England, to disgrace this Country with barrennesse, 
to discourage the adventurers, and so bring it and us to ruine and confusion. Notwithstanding, we 
finde by them of best experience, an industrious man not other waies imploied, may well tend 
foure akers of Corne, and 1000. plants of Tobacco; and where they say an aker will yeeld but 
three or foure barrels, we have ordinarily foure or fiue, but of new ground six, seven, and eight, 
and a barrell of Pease and Beanes, which we esteeme as good as two of Corne, which is after 
thirty or forty bushels an aker, so that one man may provide Corne for five; and apparell for two 
by the profit of his Tobacco. They say also English Wheat will yeeld but sixteene bushels an 
aker, and we have reaped thirty: besides to manure the Land, no place hath more white and blew 
Marble than here, had we but Carpenters to build and make Carts and Ploughs, and skilfull men 
that know how to use them, and traine up our cattell to draw them; which though we indevour to 
effect, yet our want of experience brings but little to perfection but planting Tobaco. And yet of 
that, many are so covetous to have much, they make little good; besides there are so many 
sofisticating Tobaco-mungers in England, were it never so bad, they would sell it for Verinas, 
and the trash that remaineth should be Virginia: such devilish bad mindes we know some of our 
owne Country-men doe beare, not onely to the businesse, but also to our mother England her 
selfe; could they or durst they as freely defame her. The 25. of June [1619] came in the Triall 
with Corne and Cattell all in safety, which tooke from us cleerely all feare of famine; then our 
governour and councell caused Burgesses to be chosen in all places, and met at a generall 
Assembly, where all matters were debated [that were] thought expedient for the good of the 



Colony, and Captaine Ward was sent to Monahigan in new England, to fish in May, and returned 
the latter end of May, but to small purpose, for they wanted Salt. The George also was sent to 
New-found-land with the Cape Merchant: there she bought fish, that defraied her charges, and 
made a good voyage in seuen weekes. About the last of August [1619] came in a dutch man of 
warre that sold us twenty Negars [this was the first introduction of Negro slavery into Virginia]: 
and Japazous King of Patawomeck, came to James towne, to desire two ships to come trade in 
his River, for a more plentifull yeere of Corne had not beene in a long time, yet very contagious, 
and by the trechery of one Poule, in a manner turned heathen, wee were very jealous the 
Salvages would surprize us. The Gouernours have bounded foure Corporations; which is the 
Companies, the University, the Governours and Gleabe land: Ensigne Wil. Spencer, and Thomas 
Barret a Sergeant, with some others of the ancient Planters being set free, weare the first farmers 
that went forth; and have chosen places to their content: so that now knowing their owne land, 
they strive who should exceed in building and planting. The fourth of Nouember [1619], the 
Bona nova came in with all her people lusty and well; not long after one Master Dinner sent out 
by some of Plimoth for New-England, arriued in a Barke of five tunnes, and returned the next 
Spring. Notwithstanding the ill rumours of the unwholsomnesse of James towne, the new 
commers that were planted at old Paspaheghe, [a] little more then a mile from it, had their 
healths better then any in the Country. In December [1619], Captaine Ward returned from 
Patawomeck, the people there dealt falsly with him, so that hee tooke 800. bushels of Corne from 
them perforce. Captaine Woddiffe of Bristol came in not long after, with all his people lusty and 
in health: and we had two particular Governours sent us, under the titles of Deputies to the 
Company, the one to have charge of the Colledge Lands, the other of the Companies. Now you 
are to understand,that because there have beene many complaints against the Governors, 
Captaines, and Officers in Virginia: for buying and selling men and boies, or to bee set over from 
one to another for a yeerely rent, was held in England a thing most intolerable; or that the tenants 
or lawfull servants should be put from their places, or abridged their Covenants, was so odious, 
that the very report thereof brought a great scandall to the generall action. The Councell in 
England did send many good and worthy instructions for the amending [of] those abuses, and 
appointed a hundred men should at the Companies charge be allotted and provided to serve and 
attend the Governour during the time of his government, which number he was to make good at 
his departure, and leave to his Successor in like manner; fifty to the Deputy-Governour of the 
College land, and fifty to the Deputy of the Companies land, fifty to the Treasurer, to the 
Secretary five and twenty, and more to the Marshall and Cape merchant; which they are also to 
leave to their successors; and likewise to every particular Officer such a competency, as he might 
live well in his Office, without oppressing any under their charge: which good law I pray God it 
be well observed, and then we may truly say in Virginia, we are the most happy people in the 
world. By me John Rolfe. 

 


